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H U A N D U J
Brugmansia

If you’ve never bought  
a plant book before, ...

• this astounding book pays homage to one  
of the world’s most beautiful garden plants

• a horticultural, botanical and ethnobotanical  
tour-de-force: the first comprehensive  
monograph on this genus

• the three authors are key international experts and breeders

• full cultural needs for a range of climates, especially the  
management of  these plants through extreme seasonal  
cycles at high latitudes

• detailed information on the creation, evaluation and  
selection of new varieties

• revision of the botanical classification (an engrossing  
detective story for the botanists)

• complete world register of 1800 cultivar names

• fascinating and extensive introductory chapter by the  
lead author on the millennia-long use of brugmansias  
as the most powerful, immediate and dangerous means 
of triggering spiritual visions in South American shamanic 
practices. You will want to read this mature and balanced  
account more than once 

• almost 450 photos of the species in their native South America and 
of a large selection of the finest cultivars, many of them in gardens 
throughout the world: as you can see from the samples in this brochure

• very well written, very well designed

• co-published by Florilegium and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew,  
distributed for Kew in North America by the University of Chicago Press
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Dr ALISTAIR HAY is a retired Senior Research 
Scientist and Director, Botanic Gardens & Public 
Programs with the Royal Botanic Gardens & Domain 
Trust, Sydney. A gardener from the age of three, 
his scientific interest in tropical plants was inspired 
by reading the work of the controversial botanist 
E.J.H. Corner as an undergraduate at Oxford. After 
graduating he lived in Papua New Guinea for several 
years before returning to Oxford and completing a 
doctoral thesis about tropical aroids, on which he 
has since published many papers. He has a large and 
not in the least botanical garden on the New South 
Wales South Coast, and a property in southern 
Colombia dedicated to the cultivation of rare 
indigenous Andean plants. 

MONIKA GOTTSCHALK is the world’s preeminent 
breeder and temperate climate grower of 
brugmansias with over 30 years experience. Her 
interest began in the 1970s but it was not until  
a degenerative eye disease cut short a promising 
career in management at the age of 36 that it 
changed from hobby to occupation. Initially 
mentored by one of the great pioneers, Mme Herta 
Blin, she has been raising new Brugmansia hybrids 
of the finest quality for more than two decades.  
Her garden in the Vogelsbergkreis in Hessen, 
Germany, is a magnet for brugmansia-lovers  
during the fleeting montane growing season.

Dr ADOLFO HOLGUÍN is the leading South American 
expert on brugmansias, involved with their study 
and cultivation for over 40 years. His first thesis was 
on the extraction and purification of the alkaloids, 
and he has collected brugmansias from throughout 
his native Ecuador and further afield. He has 
collaborated closely with the Herrenhäuser Gärten 
in Germany, famous for its work with this genus. He 
now works in a small chemical products company in 
Quito, and has a large brugmansia-filled garden at 
his home at Cumbayá.

If you don’t buy another 
plant book for 5 years, ...

‘This book’s carefully researched information on the natural  
history, taxonomy, medicinal use, cultivation and ethnobotanical 

involvement of this singular genus of sumptuous garden plants, 
together with its ravishing photographs of both the species and the 

wealth of modern cultivars, will make everyone want to grow them.’

PETER VALDER, renowned plantsman and author

‘With elegant prose, building on detailed research in the literature  
and in the field, this beautiful book engagingly dispels the  

confusion surrounding the taxonomy of this remarkable group of 
plants. It not only brings current knowledge together in a refreshingly 

original way but also – just as importantly – points up what we still  
do not understand about the biology of these enigmatic plants.’

DAVID MABBERLEY, Royal Botanic Gardens & Domain Trust, Sydney, 
and University of Oxford, UK

‘Congratulations: the account of shamanic use of Brugmansia is an  
outstanding piece of scholarship.’ 

MICHAEL HARNER, President, Foundation for Shamanic Studies
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